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STÜRMISCHERUHE

The ‘Stürmische Ruhe’ LP is a collaboration between
Christoph Heeman (H.N.A.S.) and Brunhild Ferrari,
recorded in Brunhild and Luc Ferrari’s studio in Paris
between 2011 and 2014. Brunhild calls it “a sonic image”.

“Peaceful impatience”

First, an obvious question that one often forgets to ask: how are you?

Brunhild Ferrari: Thank you, I’m fine. That’s also what I hope for you.

Why did you make an album with Christoph Heeman? Who contacted who

first? Did you know the work of Christoph before you worked with him?

It happens that he lived in the same town as me when we were young and he had

relationships with some of my friends. But I didn’t know him. An Italian friend,

Andrea Cernotto, introduced us to each other, maybe in 2006 or 2007? So I went

to one of his concerts in my actual city and listened to his recordings. On one of

his visits to my house, I let him listen to my unfinished work which he wanted to

participate in. So we finished ‘Stürmische Ruhe’ together.

You made this album in the studio in Paris that your late husband shared.

Did the set-up of the studio change much since your husband passed away?

No, the set-up of the studio didn’t change, just my GRM-Tool was updated, the

only one I used for the piece as part of my recordings.

You and Christoph worked on this album between 2011 and 2014. What was

the recording process like?

Christoph came with some suggestions of recordings, so I chose his more musical

sounds.

This album sounds strange to me at times; unexpected cuts, bizarre choices

made: “field recordings” which are not made ‘in the fields’, not outdoors,

but inside: a door slamming, for example. Or the sound of an error in digital

gear (which one usually tries to avoid), or the sound of wind in a

microphone (which is often the reason to not use the recording). So can you

tell me: why did you and Christoph make these choices?

I made my recordings in one afternoon in only one place, a kind of former big

factory. Nothing special happened during this very stormy day outside, only what

we could hear. I didn’t want to cheat so much with the corrections of the sound.

And I didn’t want to embellish or to refine, nor to avoid the accidents while

recording. Inside the place I felt like just finding a dry refuge and sheltering from

the storm. So I mostly cut and edited the sounds.
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Vinyl of the Day

Théâtre Du Chêne Noir – ‘Aurora’
(SouffleContinu Records reissue).
A fantastic tale with actor musicians
who play out the fabulous story of
the Earth, and children who fight
against terrifying bird men who fly
from planet to planet to enslave the
inhabitants and become the masters
of the universe. It is an ambitious
subject and thankfully (even more so
for the album than for the play), the
actors are also excellent musicians!

Arrivée d…  
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Stürmische Ruhe buy  share
by Brunhild Ferrari & Christoph Heemann

 

1. Stürmische Ruhe Part 1 13:14

2. Stürmische Ruhe Part 2 15:51

A “stürmische ruhe” seems like a contradiction to me: either something is

“stürmisch” as in “wild”, or something is “ruhig”, but not both. So what

does the title of the album mean, what is a “stürmische ruhe”?

It is nothing else than what these two words mean; I found peace inside while

outside the storm was threatening. How can we feel peace like only peace? And

storm without dreaming of peace? As I made a piece that I called ‘Tranquilles

Impatiences’ – like peaceful impatience. Always difficult for me to consider an

expression in only one interpretation.

Do you see this album as “music” or rather as a sound collage, a collection of

edited sounds, a play of cut-and-paste? Or is that a difference you don’t want to

make, the difference between “music” and “sound”?

It is for me mostly a sonic image.

I have the impression that you are more responsible for the poetic part of

the album, and Christoph is more responsible for the absurd humor. Am I

correct here or is this just my interpretation?

Please feel free.

Why did you choose a painting of your father for the album cover?

Because it was the time when I thought of making a book with my father’s

paintings and compositions in which I realized the encounter of my father’s and

Luc’s work with some of their compositions of each. The book is called

Perspectives.

Newsletter
Click here and subscibe to our

newsletter!
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Last question: which role does music play in your life today?

As I no longer trust my ears I only listen to music of composers I discover or

others I know and whom I can choose – often with nostalgia but always with

surprises of new hearing and deep attention. With excitement also… And morally

and physically I feel I need music.

Joeri Bruyninckx

Black Truffle Records Bandcamp
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