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programme note 
 
 
I wrote mémoires in the summer of 2011 and dedicated it to the memory of Luc 
Ferrari. All the sounds used in this work belong to the Luc Ferrari sound archives and 
have been kindly offered by the Presqué Rien Association for which this piece has 
been written. No other sound sources have been used for the realization of this work. 
 
The 15 selected sounds inspired me to write a piece that would resemble a life-story 
sort of narrative. The work consists of 14 sections. The first seven sections expose the 
“thematic” sound material. In the remaining seven sections sounds are merged, varied 
and developed to the end, with the addition of a coda-like final section. 
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John Palmer 
 

mémoires (2011) 
 
List of sound sources from the Luc Ferrari Archives used in this work: 
 
008 – eglise-orgue-marteau (3 excerpts of 10” each) 
009 – boite a musique (19”) 
010 – feu d’artifice (0” - 36”) 
012 – telepheriqué (0” - 0’46”) 
014 – eau (0’- 30”) 
019 – dans la maison (28”) 
020 – enfants campagne stratford (2 excerpts of 20” each) 
021 – oiseaux (0” - 43”) 
025 – duels (0”- 35”) 
026 – sons percussifs resonants (0”- 25”) 
029 – Shakespeare voix (complete) 
032 – cloches et carillon (first fragment: 40”; second fragment: 40”) 
045 – horloge (0”- 10”) 
047 – Spiel-Kunsthalle 1 (23” - 50”) 
048 – Spiel-Kunsthalle 2 (1’51” – 2’38”) 
 
Short description of form: 
 
mémoires comprises 15 sections. The seven initial sections present thematic expositions of the 
original recordings with some variation. They are mirrored in a palindrome by the following 
seven sections where the sonic material is developed. A coda, section 15, ends the work. 
 
Section  musical content   form     beginning at   duration 
1  music box/hammer   original (thematic)   0”    1’07” 
2  music box    spectral variation   1’07”    0’56” 
3  children    original (thematic)   2’03”    0’57” 
4  fire, steps, bells   original (thematic)   3’00”    0’45” 
5  telepherique/duel/perc.  original (thematic)   3’45”    0’38” 
6  countrys./Shakesp. voice  original (thematic)   4’23”    1’46” 
7  clock/water/Spiel 1 & 2  riginal (thematic)  6’10”    0’46” 
8  music box    developed timbrally   6’56”    0’46” 
9  tutti     rhythmic variation   7’42”    1’31” 
10  children    variation (stretch & timbre)  9’13”    0’38” 
11  bells     variation (spectral)   9’52”    0’45” 
12  music box    variation (superimposition)  10’37”    0’58” 
13  thematic fragments   variation (rhythmic)   11’35”    0’55” 
14  cadenza (perc/Spiel)   cadenza (rhythmic)   12’31”    1’04” 
15  bells (mantra for Luc)  variation (drone, rhythmic)  13’35”    2’44” 
 

total duration: 16’20” 
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